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EDUCATION 
 
George Washington University 
PhD in History, 2010 

• Dissertation: “Mr. President: Washington, the Presidency & the Indispensable Title Controversy of 1789” 
• Specializations: Early Presidency, Early American Republic, Colonial America, 19th Century America 

Master of Philosophy in History, 2006 
 
University of California, Berkeley 
Master of Science, 1984/Department of Forestry and Resource Management—ecosystems science, policy & economics 
Master of City Planning, 1984/Department of City and Regional Planning—environmental planning 
 
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana 
Master of Library and Information Science, 1973 
Bachelor of Arts, 1972  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
For Fear of an Elective King: George Washington and the Presidential Title Controversy of 1789 (Cornell, 2014). 
 
CONFERENCES, INVITED LECTURES & PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

•  “The Early Presidency,” Guest Lecture for “George Washington and His World” Seminar, George 
Washington University, 2013; 2015. 

• “For Fear of an Elective King,” Book Talks: Mount Vernon—Ford Evening Book Talk/2015; Ben Franklin’s 
World—History Blog/2015; Gunston Hall—Liberty Lecture/2015; DAR Alexandria, VA, 2015; Historic 
Vienna/2014. 

• “George Washington and the First Principles of Presidential Leadership,” Organization of American 
Historians Conference, Providence, RI, 2016. 

• “Titling the Presidency: Negotiating Executive Power in the Early American Republic,” Society for US 
Intellectual History Conference, Washington, DC, 2015.  

• “The Presidential Title Controversy of 1789 and Competing Fears of Elite Power,” Northeastern Political 
Science Association Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA, 2013. 

•  “The Third Body of Washington: The Presidential Title Controversy & the Collision of Sovereignties.” 
Society for US Intellectual History Conference, New York, NY, 2011. 

• Society for Historians of the Early American Republic; American Historical Association; Organization of 
American Historians; Northeastern Political Science Association; Society for US Intellectual History 

 
EXPERIENCE 

• Visiting Scholar, First Federal Congress Project, Washington, DC—2011-present 
• Doctoral Student—2001-2010 
• Educational Media Specialist—1996-2000 (McLean, VA); 1973-1977 (Grand Junction, CO; Fremont, CA) 
• Chief, Branch of Information Management, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, DC—1994-1995 
• Director, Natural Diversity Data Base, California Dept. of Fish and Game, Sacramento, CA—1991-1993 
• Director, River Greenways Program, California State Lands Commission, Sacramento, CA—1990-1991 
• Environmental Planner and Analyst, Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Francisco, CA—1984-1990 
• Teaching and Research Associate, Department of Forestry and Resource Management, University of 

California, Berkeley—1981-1984 
• Production Manager, City Sports Monthly, San Francisco, CA—1980-1981 
• International Liaison, Friends of the Earth, San Francisco, CA—1978-1980 


